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CLAIMS 

\ 1. A method of orienting a character input area and a display 
image forWi electronic device, comprising: 

\ensing an orientation of an input area relative to a housing of 
the electronic deWce; and 

configtaring a display image orientation on a display of the 
electronic device relative to the housing as a function of the orientation of the 
input area. \ 

2. The method of clairn 1, sensing the orientation of the input 
area includes at least one of sensing the\rientation through input from a GUI 
interface, through a dome sheet array, a fixed key and a sensor. 

3. The method according to claim 1, sei!\sing an orientation of an 
input area by determining the orientation of a physically rotatable input area, 
configuring the display image orientation by electroWcally rotating the 
display image orientation. \ 

4. The method according to claim 1, sensing an orientation of an 
input area by sensing the orientation of a keypad. \ 

5. Tlie method according to claim 4, remapping keys based on a 
look-vp teb.Tr^ relative lo k^y s^nr^ors. \ 
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\ 6. The method according to claim 1, modifying image forming 

displaV drivers in the electronic device in response to sensing the orientation 
of the ir^ut area. 

V. A portable electronic device having a housing, comprising: 

ansinput area disposed on the housing; 

a display having a display image disposed on the housing; 

a senstor for providing a sensor signal representative of an 
orientation of the inpiXarea relative to the housing; and 

a display system for changing, in response to the sensor signal, 
an orientation of the displayimage on the display relative to the orientation of 
the input area and as a functioh of the orientation of the input area. 

8. The device of claim 7/sthe character input area is rotatable; the 
display image is electronically rotatable.X 

9. The device of claim 7, the character input area includes a 
touchscreen and wherein keys are visually rotataMe. 

10. The device of claim 7, the input area ife a keypad. 

11. The device of claim 7, the input area irHudes a rotatable 

keypad asocrnbly l':;^vic>.g a l:£,yp7/:; c>!rpT>o:ct, a kojpad disc ?.nd a keypad 
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\ 12. The device of claim 11, the keypad support includes a 

plurality\of projections, the keypad membrane includes corresponding 
notches anosrtie keypad disc includes a plurality of tabs corresponding to the 
notches and plurality of projections. 

13. The device of claim 12, each of the plurality of tabs includes 
a slot to receive a keypaa\support projection, and a seat surface rotatably 
engageable with a surface of a^over of the device. 

14. The device of claim /Vthe input area has at least first, second 
and possibly third orientations, thev second orientation rotationally 
substantially 90 degrees counterclockwise m>m the first orientation, and the 
third orientation rotationally substantially 90 degrees clockwise from the first 
orientation. \ 

15. The device of claim 14, the character input area has a fourth 
orientation rotationally substantially 180 degrees from the first orientation. 

16. The device of claim 7, the electronic deVice further 
comprises at least one lookup table for remapping the keys relativeyto the key 
sensors. \ 

17. T^.ie device according to claxrn 8, ^ho ^lecbrotuc dev^re fArthn'" 
coffipvi^ti^s display drivers for foA'cora^ tho dfepl^y xm^^Lgo on ^'he &is:':l^:y, a 
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processor for receiving the sensor signal and in response thereto modifying 
the ditolay drivers in the electronic device for forming the display image on 
the displav as a function of the orientation of the character input area. 



18. A^ortable electronic device, comprising: 
a physic^Uy rotatable keypad; 
a display having a display image; 

a sensor for providing a sensor signal representative of an 
orientation of the keypad relative to the electronic device; 

display drivers for forming the display image on the display; 

and 

a processor for receivin^the sensor signal and in response 
thereto modifying the display drivers forSforrning the display image on the 
display with an orientation that is a function of the orientation of the keypad. 



19. The device of claim 18, the keypaci has a plurality of keys 
held in a key housing, and a plurality of key sensors tt^at sense activation of 
the keys, the key sensors located on a sensor housing. 



20. The device of claim 19, the key sensors are one of resistive 
sensors, capacitive sensors, and bubble switches. 



21. The device of claim 18, the keypad has at least first, second 

ar:.t:l pcscibly third orior: 'aticrjG, the second OTicnt?Hcrv rot?.t:'.ckal\y 
cubotHv^tlaRy 90 d^^^icco coi:*:t:^teido':kwioe hom the fb:f}t orientation r^AidW: 
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thircl orientation rotationally substantially 90 degrees clockwise from the first 
orienta*don. 

2!^ The device of claim 21, the keypad has a fourth orientation 
rotationally substlsmtially 180 degrees from the first orientation. 

23. The device of claim 18, wherein the electronic device further 
comprises at least one lookvto table for remapping the keys relative to the key 
sensors. \ 



pivotally positionable between at least first ahd second positions; 
a display disposed on the housing:; 

the display having a first display configuration when the 
keypad is in the first position, \ 

the display having a second displayXconfiguration when the 
keypad is in the second position. \ 

25. The device of Claim 24, the keypad is pivoted a first angle 
between the first and second positions, the first display configuration pivoted 
a second angle relative to the second display configuration, the jRirst angle the 



24. A portable electroniX device, comprising: 
a housing; \ 

a keypad pivotally disposed on the housing, the keypad 
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